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(1305-1377) the Popes were Frenchmen,
and it was a time of hostility between France
and England. The immorality of the Papal
court, though not of the Popes personally,
was notorious ; the extravagance was reckless,
and the Popes had no scruple as to methods
of raising money., The grants of benefices
were no longer given as the reward of service.
They were sold, and often sold more than
once, so that the earlier purchaser was
defrauded. And as the grants of a Pope
did not bind his successor, the newcomer
enjoyed the privilege of selling again all the
favours of which his predecessor had disposed.
Add to this that Papal justice was made as
expensive as possible when cases were tried
in the court of Avignon, and fees were
raised to an extortionate level. Bishops
and abbots who had difficulties to overcome
in regard to their election were burdened
with debts which often they did not live to
repay, and their creditors, bankers who
carried*on their business at that court, exacted
usurious interest contrary to the law of the
Church.

What made this the more intolerable
was that France was being subsidized with
funds that came from England. The Popes
were supporting France against England.